
I I • AN N E X A T ION LAW 

Since the act i v i ty o f a nnex a tion w i ll b e g ove r ne d an d 
condi t ione d by t he State l a ws c o n tr o lling su c h a c tiv it y , it 
is best at this poi n t to intr o d uce the thre e a nne x ation 
methods available t o Ro c kingham and point out the salient 
features of each . Only su c h point s as co nd ition the mechanics 
of th i s stud y will b e e u me r a t e d o 

Annexation by Peti t ion (CaS. 160-3 6 2) 
Th e governing b o ard o f any municipa l ity may annex 
by or d inan c e a ny a r ea contiguou s to i t s bou~ d arieE 

upon present a t ion t o t h e go erning boar d of a peti 
ti on s igned b y the owner s 0 al l t ~e re~l property 
lo c ated in su c h area . The petition shall be signed 
by each own e r o f real propert :n the area an d 8 . al l 
c o n t ain the a dd re ss o f e a ch such OW~5' . 

Annexation by petition i s a proce du re WhiCh shou ld b e use d b y 
a municipality in th e ro ut ine opera t ion o f go ' ~rnment . I t i s 
most useful when a n n ex i n g o n e or wo p rope rt ies a t a t i me . 
The City sh o ul d p ro mo t e a n e xati o n by p e it i o n whene'e r any 
requests for th e ex t en s ion of mun icipa l ser v ice s o r ut i li t ies 
are made . In this ma nner t he a c c r e t io n o f p ro pert i es to t he 
City i s made in sm a ll i n c r e ment s a n d se rvice s may be p ro v ided 
b y sm all increments i n th e b u dge ~ . Und e an n exa ti on b y peti 
ti on a municipal i t y i s obliga t e d to p rovi d e &erv!ses an d im
p r o vements , but th e s e are no t ma n da to r y b e f ore t he f ac t an d 
no t ime table is e st abli sh e d b y law . Annex a t i on b y th i s te ch 
nique is not feasib le for l ar g er ar e a s beca us e pro p e rt o wne r
shi p is broken int o s o ma n y small lots th a se c ur !~g o ne hu ~ 
d red percent signatur e is i mpossible . 

Annexation 
( G oS. 160, 

Law s of 1 9 5 9 f o r Ci tie s o f 5 9 000 o r Mo re 
Ar t icle 3 6 , Part III 

Th e muni cipa l i t y ini t ia t i~g annexat i on s ha ll make 
p lans fo r t he ex en s ion of s e~vi r e s in t o t he a~ea 

pr o p o sed t o be a~~exed an d shal l prior to the 
publi c he a r ing d e s cribe d b elow . p r epare a r epor t 
c o nta i ning : 

1 . Map s of the mu nicipa l i t y an d a d jacent t erritcry 
sh o w ing th e fol loWin g in f orm a t i on: 

A . The p r e s en t an d propo s e d boun d aries o f t he 
muni c i pa l i t y . 

B . The pr e s ent major trunk water maLns and 
sewer i n t erceptors and oucta! 1 s , and the 
pr o pos e d ex t en s io~s o f suc ~ mains an d out
falls . 

C . The g e n eral land usp cat Ern 1n t h~ a r ea to 
be ann exe d . 
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